5:30 p.m. Service August 13, 2006

Jim Are there any announcements for the good of the Fellowship?
Jim Glory be to those above who love us,
To those you have gone before to lead us,
And to the spirit and light who guides us,
as always before so now and evermore.
Let all the fellowship acclaim
Everyone | Amen
Jim Let us pray for pardon and for peace as we approach the
mystery of the divine.
Hear this our prayer.
Everyone | So mote it be
Jim Like burning incense, may our prayers rise up to heaven,
(sprinkling | Hear this our prayer
incense)
Everyone | So mote it be
Jim O shepherd of souls,
Harken, from your throne upon the cherubim,
shine forth.
Rouse your power and come to save us.
Hear this our prayer.
Everyone | So mote it be
Jim Once again, O Commander of Hosts,
look down from heaven, and see:
Take care of this vine,
and protect what your right hand has planted.
Hear this our prayer.
Everyone | So mote it be
Jim Then we will no more withdraw from you;
give us new life, and we will call upon your name.
Hear this our prayer.
Everyone | So mote it be
Jim Glory be to those above who love us,

To those you have gone before to lead us,
And to the spirit and light who guides us,
as always before so now and evermore.
Let all the fellowship acclaim

Everyone

Amen
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Here ends the first reading
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Jim Let the first fruits of the harvest be gathered into the
storehouse. Let those who have an offering or a contribution
bring them forth for the good of the fellowship.

Jim Sermon

Jim Let us pray.

Caring God, we thank you for your gifts in creation: for our
world, the heavens tell of your glory; for our land, and the
rich heritage we enjoy.

We pray for those who make decisions about the resources
of the earth, that we may use your gifts responsibly, Hear
this our prayer.

Everyone So mote it be

Jim We pray for those who work on the land and sea, in city and
in industry that all may enjoy the fruits of their labors and
marvel at your creation.

Hear this our prayer.

Everyone So mote it be

Jim We pray for artists, scientists and visionaries, that through
their work we may see the world afresh. Hear this our
prayer.

Everyone So mote it be

Jim We pray for all who through their own or others’ actions are
deprived of fullness of life, for prisoners, refugees, the
handicapped and all who are sick. Hear this our prayer.

Everyone So mote it be

Jim We pray for those in politics, medicine, social and charitable
work, for this church and for all churches and for all who
seek to bring life to others. Hear this our prayer.

Everyone So mote it be

Jim For what else shall we pray? (pause) Hear this our prayer.




Everyone

So mote it be

Jim

We thank you, supreme and most high, by whose grace alone
we have attained the light of your knowledge;

Yours is the holy name that must be honored,

the one name by which our ancestral faith blesses you alone,
we thank you who deign to grant to all a father’s fidelity, a
brother’s reverence and a mother’s love.

You give to us consciousness, reason and understanding:
Consciousness, by which we may know you,

Reason, by which we may seek you in our dim suppositions;
Knowledge, by which we may rejoice in knowing you.

And we who are saved by your power do indeed rejoice
because you have shown yourself to us. We rejoice that your
have deigned to make us for eternity even while we depend
on the body. For this is our only means of giving thanks:
knowledge of your majesty.

Jim

Worshipping with this entire prayer that which is good, holy,
merciful and just, we ask only this,

that you wish us to persist in the love of your knowledge and
that we never be cut off from such a life as this.

Bless, we pray you, this memorial of love, this sacrifice
of praise. Let it become for us the bread of life and the cup
of salvation. Let it remind us of those who have gone before
us, and call to mind those who will come after. Let it
strengthen us and build up the bonds of fellowship between
us.

Let all the fellowship acclaim.

Everyone

Amen

Jim

Instructions and Invitation to communion

Jim

May the blessing of the light, the love of the angels and the
inspiration of the holy one go with you now and remain with
you always. Let all the fellowship acclaim.

Everyone

Amen

Jim

This celebration 1s ended. Go now in peace. Let all the
fellowship acclaim

Everyone

Amen
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Other Information.
= E

The service today is rooted in the Gnostic/Hermetic tradition.

What is Gnosticism?

Gnosticism is a descriptive term used to identify a common belief among various
religious movements and groups that likely originated in prehistory and became most
active in the first few centuries CE. The key to understanding the core belief of these
movements is provided by the term gnosis, a Greek word expressing a type of
understanding/consciousness gained through personal experience. It is through this type
of transcendental experience that followers of Gnostic belief systems ("Gnosticism") seek
escape from ignorance and thus the mundane.

The term has become widely used by modern scholars and others as a way to identify
an emphasis placed on the salvific benefit of individual wisdom. Although many Gnostic
movements identified with the teachings of Jesus Christ and were Christian by their own
definition, there remains widespread variation in the particular religious orientations of
many Gnostic groups. Especially notable for their extended and uninterrupted presence
up until the modern era are the followers of the Persian Prophet Mani, the Manicheans;
and the Pre-Christian Mandaeans who still survive in Iraq and Iran.

What is Hermeticism?

Hermeticism is a set of philosophical and religious beliefs based primarily upon
the writings attributed to Hermes Trismegistus, who is sometimes pictured as a
wise sage and Egyptian priest, but commonly seen as synthesis of the Egyptian
god Thoth, the Greek god Hermes and Enoch who walked with God (Genesis
5:22).

Hermeticism focuses on the concept of God and the perfection of the individual study,
alchemy, and theurgy. The traditional secrecy surrounding Hermetic philosophy gave rise
to the term "hermetically sealed."

In Islam, Hermeticism and Hermetism were accepted as being Sabian as mentioned in
the Qu'ran. In Christianity, Hermeticism is associated with Simon Magnus (Acts 8:18-
24)

10



First
Reader

$ %
(
!
!
)
$
_$’
-+
$ $
0
$

Here ends the first reading
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