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  5:30 p.m. Service  August 13, 2006  

Jim Are there any announcements for the good of the Fellowship? 

Jim  Glory be to those above who love us,  

To those you have gone before to lead us,  

And to the spirit and light who guides us,  

as always before so now and evermore.   

Let all the fellowship acclaim 

Everyone Amen 

Jim Let us pray for pardon and for peace as we approach the 

mystery of the divine.  

Hear this our prayer. 

Everyone So mote it be 

Jim  

(sprinkling 

incense) 

Like burning incense, may our prayers rise up to heaven, 

Hear this our prayer 

Everyone So mote it be 

Jim O shepherd of souls,  

Harken, from your throne upon the cherubim,  

shine forth.   

Rouse your power and come to save us.   

Hear this our prayer. 

Everyone So mote it be 

Jim Once again, O Commander of Hosts,  

look down from heaven, and see:  

Take care of this vine,  

and protect what your right hand has planted.   

Hear this our prayer. 

Everyone So mote it be 

Jim Then we will no more withdraw from you;  

give us new life, and we will call upon your name.   

Hear this our prayer. 

Everyone So mote it be 

Jim Glory be to those above who love us,  

To those you have gone before to lead us,  

And to the spirit and light who guides us,  

as always before so now and evermore.   

Let all the fellowship acclaim 

Everyone Amen 
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First 

Reader 

Zeus held a banquet in celebration of the marriage of Peleus the 
Argonaut and Thetis, the Nereid.  Eris, goddess of discord, was left 
alone and uninvited. Angered by this snub, Eris arrived at the 
celebration and threw a golden apple among the throng.  Upon the 
apple was written “for the fairest one.” 
 
Three beautiful immortals claimed the apple:  
Hera, queen of the Olympian deities  and goddess of marriage and 
birth,  
Athena, goddess of wisdom, war, the arts, industry, justice and skill. 
She was the favorite child of Zeus, and  
Aphrodite, goddess of love, beauty and sexual rapture. 
 
They asked Zeus to judge which of them was fairest, and Zeus, 
reluctant to favor any claim himself, declared that Paris, son of King 
Priam, would judge between them.  Paris was known for his 
exemplary fairness.   
 
Thus it happened that with Hermes as their guide all three of the 
goddesses appeared to Paris on Mount Ida. After bathing in the 
spring of Ida, each attempted with her powers to bribe the young 
man; Hera offered to make him king of Europe and Asia, Athena 
offered wisdom and skill in war, and Aphrodite offered the love of 
the world's most beautiful woman, Helen, Queen of Sparta, wife of 
Menelaus.  
 
Paris was beguiled and accepted Aphrodite's gift and awarded the 
apple to her.  He received Helen as his lover but also the enmity of 
the goddesses and all Greeks. The 20 year expedition to retrieve 
Helen from Paris is known as the Trojan War.   

 

Here ends the first reading 
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Second 

Reader 

A reading from the first book of Kings chapter 3 verses 16 through 
27  
 
Now two prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. One of 
them said, "My lord, this woman and I live in the same house. I had 
a baby while she was there with me. The third day after my child 
was born, this woman also had a baby. We were alone; there was 
no one in the house but the two of us. 
 
 "During the night this woman's son died because she lay on him. 
So she got up in the middle of the night and took my son from my 
side while I your servant was asleep. She put him by her breast and 
put her dead son by my breast. The next morning, I got up to nurse 
my son—and he was dead! But when I looked at him closely in the 
morning light, I saw that it wasn't the son I had borne." 
 
 The other woman said, "No! The living one is my son; the dead one 
is yours." 
      But the first one insisted, "No! The dead one is yours; the living 
one is mine." And so they argued before the king. 
 
The king said, "This one says, 'My son is alive and your son is 
dead,' while that one says, 'No! Your son is dead and mine is alive.'" 
 
 Then the king said, "Bring me a sword." So they brought a sword 
for the king. He then gave an order: "Cut the living child in two and 
give half to one and half to the other." 
 
 The woman whose son was alive was filled with compassion for her 
son and said to the king, "Please, my lord, give her the living baby! 
Don't kill him!" 
      But the other said, "Neither I nor you shall have him. Cut him in 
two!" 
 
 Then the king gave his ruling: "Give the living baby to the first 
woman. Do not kill him; she is his mother." 
 
Here ends the second reading 
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Jim Let the first fruits of the harvest be gathered into the 

storehouse.  Let those who have an offering or a contribution 

bring them forth for the good of the fellowship. 

Jim  Sermon 

Jim   Let us pray. 

Caring God, we thank you for your gifts in creation: for our 

world, the heavens tell of your glory; for our land, and the 

rich heritage we enjoy.   

We pray for those who make decisions about the resources 

of the earth, that we may use your gifts responsibly, Hear 

this our prayer. 

Everyone So mote it be 

Jim   We pray for those who work on the land and sea, in city and 

in industry that all may enjoy the fruits of their labors and 

marvel at your creation.  

Hear this our prayer. 

Everyone So mote it be 

Jim   We pray for artists, scientists and visionaries, that through 

their work we may see the world afresh. Hear this our 

prayer. 

Everyone So mote it be 

Jim   We pray for all who through their own or others’ actions are 

deprived of fullness of life, for prisoners, refugees, the 

handicapped and all who are sick. Hear this our prayer. 

Everyone So mote it be 

Jim   We pray for those in politics, medicine, social and charitable 

work, for this church and for all churches and for all who 

seek to bring life to others. Hear this our prayer. 

Everyone So mote it be 

Jim   For what else shall we pray? (pause) Hear this our prayer.   
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Everyone So mote it be 

Jim We thank you, supreme and most high, by whose grace alone 

we have attained the light of your knowledge;  

Yours is the holy name that must be honored,  

the one name by which our ancestral faith blesses you alone,  

we thank you who deign to grant to all a father’s fidelity, a 

brother’s reverence and a mother’s love.   

You give to us consciousness, reason and understanding:  

Consciousness, by which we may know you;  

Reason, by which we may seek you in our dim suppositions;  

Knowledge, by which we may rejoice in knowing you.  

And we who are saved by your power do indeed rejoice 

because you have shown yourself to us.  We rejoice that your 

have deigned to make us for eternity even while we depend 

on the body.  For this is our only means of giving thanks:  

knowledge of your majesty.  

Jim   Worshipping with this entire prayer that which is good, holy, 

merciful and just, we ask only this,  

that you wish us to persist in the love of your knowledge and 

that we never be cut off from such a life as this.   

     Bless, we pray you, this memorial of love, this sacrifice 

of praise.  Let it become for us the bread of life and the cup 

of salvation.  Let it remind us of those who have gone before 

us, and call to mind those who will come after.  Let it 

strengthen us and build up the bonds of fellowship between 

us.   

     Let all the fellowship acclaim. 

Everyone Amen 

Jim  Instructions and Invitation to communion 

Jim May the blessing of the light, the love of the angels and the 

inspiration of the holy one go with you now and remain with 

you always. Let all the fellowship acclaim. 

Everyone  Amen 

Jim This celebration is ended.  Go now in peace. Let all the 

fellowship acclaim 

Everyone Amen 
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Sermon   
 

 Wisdom is fair and balanced.  What do you think about that as a 

way to start?  Doesn’t that sound like a good way to begin to grow in 

wisdom?  I’m not even going to turn it around on you just to be more 

engaging.  To be wise implies that you can be fair and balanced.  

 Except that life isn’t fair and balance is often an excuse for not 

making a decision at all.   

 Paris was seen as a fair and unbiased judge among immortals 

and his fellow human beings.  He’s described a lot like King David.  

Young, handsome, a shepherd.  His parent’s youngest child.  And, 

just like David, he had relationship issues when it came to his female 

lovers.  He kidnapped his first wife, Oenone the nymph of Mount Ida, 

and subsequently abandoned her.  Their son, Corythus, came to Troy 

during the war and Paris didn’t recognize the boy.  It didn’t end well 

for Corythus.   

 But Paris is wise enough to be fair.  His reputation was made 

when he judged a contest between rival bulls.  It’s a Greek myth.  

Bulls could talk.  Work with me, here.  Anyway, all the bulls on the 

farms near where Paris was working for his foster father (don’t ask) 



 

 7

were having duels to the death.  One bull in particular was putting 

down all the competition and was heavily favored to win.  Paris bet a 

golden crown on the favorite in the final bout and after the dust 

settled it was the favorite lying in a pool of blood and the unknown 

challenger standing tall.  Turns out the challenger was the god Ares 

in disguise.  Paris gave him the crown anyway.  That, according to 

the Greek system, makes Paris fair.  He didn’t weasel out of a bet 

even though the context was fixed.  Good enough.   

 I’m just not convinced, however, that wisdom is always fair.  

Justice isn’t even always fair.  That’s why we also have mercy.  

Fairness requires impartiality.  You’re not allowed to know what you 

know.  What’s fair might not be what’s right.  It may be fair to spread 

suffering equally among everyone but spreading suffering is, more 

often that not, the wrong thing to do.   I think it’s safe to say that being 

fair is sometimes the best you can do at the moment.  It’s at least 

useful and pragmatic.   

 Paris impartially decided to give the golden apple to Aphrodite 

because she offered him the best bribe (and the best bride).  All the 

immortals where beautiful in that supernatural, I happen to be a 

divine being, kind of way.   
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There was nothing about their beauty that would allow him to choose 

one over the other.  And so, to be fair, he had to come up with a way 

to allow one of them to win.  It must have slipped his mind that he 

was already married, Helen was already married and every eligible 

bachelor in the Hellenistic world has sworn an oath to go to war if 

anyone stole Helen away from Menelaus.  They had negotiated 

among themselves to marry Helen in the first place, just to make that 

fair.  Menelaus had won.  Helen hadn’t really been consulted.   

 Wisdom demands that we never abandon knowledge.  Fairness 

demands that we remain impartial and raise a veil of ignorance if 

knowledge creates bias.  The point I’m trying to make is that fairness 

isn’t always the end of the process.  It may be fair to give the prize to 

the god in disguise because he won the contest but it might also be 

wise.  Gods, we all know, have notoriously short tempers and never 

forget a slight.   For proof I suggest you check out the Old Testament.   

 Speaking of which, what are we going to do with King Solomon.  

Now there’s wisdom.  When the God of Israel offered him a bribe and 

a test to see what kind of king Solomon would grow to be the tables 

were turned and the young prince asked for wisdom.  That’s a man 

after a good Gnostic’s heart or mind or whatever.   



 

 9

 Two prostitutes come before the king demanding a resolution to 

their custody battle.  Solomon decides to split the difference.  It’s only 

fair.  The baby will die but the King doesn’t have any way to 

determine which mother is telling the truth.  The baby gets lucky and 

the real mother (or the most humane mother) decides to give the 

child up rather than see him murdered by the king.  Solomon awards 

custody to the her rather than the women who demanded her fair 

share of the dead child.    

 Let me reiterate, the fair thing to do isn’t always the best thing to 

do and it might not be the best place to end up.  The fact that one of 

the women relented makes this a completely different story.  Go back 

to the judgment of Paris.  Zeus refused to decide.  He knew there 

would be trouble.  The balance of power and harmony among the 

immortals would be upset if one goddess was given the title “fairest.”  

Paris couldn’t decide because all things were equal.  Paris decided to 

be pragmatic rather than wise and the result was the Trojan War.   
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Participation Aid for Sunday Evening Worship 
Progressive Pathways Fellowship 

 
Responses for the service 
 
The Presider says:  Let all the fellowship acclaim.  
Please respond:  Amen.   
 
The Presider says:  Hear this our prayer.  
Please respond:  So mote it be.  
 
Other Information.  

You do not need to be a member of Progressive Pathways Fellowship in order to 
receive communion.  Everyone is welcome at the feast of fellowship.   
 

The service today is rooted in the  Gnostic/Hermetic tradition.   

 
What is Gnosticism? 

     Gnosticism is a descriptive term used to identify a common belief among various 

religious movements and groups that likely originated in prehistory and became most 

active in the first few centuries CE. The key to understanding the core belief of these 

movements is provided by the term gnosis, a Greek word expressing a type of 

understanding/consciousness gained through personal experience. It is through this type 

of transcendental experience that followers of Gnostic belief systems ("Gnosticism") seek 

escape from ignorance and thus the mundane. 

     The term has become widely used by modern scholars and others as a way to identify 

an emphasis placed on the salvific benefit of individual wisdom. Although many Gnostic 

movements identified with the teachings of Jesus Christ and were Christian by their own 

definition, there remains widespread variation in the particular religious orientations of 

many Gnostic groups. Especially notable for their extended and uninterrupted presence 

up until the modern era are the followers of the Persian Prophet Mani, the Manicheans; 

and the Pre-Christian Mandaeans who still survive in Iraq and Iran. 

 

What is Hermeticism? 

     Hermeticism is a set of philosophical and religious beliefs based primarily upon 

the writings attributed to Hermes Trismegistus, who is sometimes pictured as a 

wise sage and Egyptian priest, but commonly seen as synthesis of  the Egyptian 

god Thoth, the Greek god Hermes and Enoch who walked with God (Genesis 

5:22). 
     Hermeticism focuses on the concept of God and the perfection of the individual study, 

alchemy, and theurgy. The traditional secrecy surrounding Hermetic philosophy gave rise 

to the term "hermetically sealed."  

    In Islam, Hermeticism and Hermetism were accepted as being Sabian as mentioned in 

the Qu'ran.  In Christianity, Hermeticism is associated with Simon Magnus (Acts 8:18-

24) 
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First 

Reader 

Zeus held a banquet in celebration of the marriage of Peleus the 
Argonaut and Thetis, the Nereid.  Eris, goddess of discord, was left 
alone and uninvited. Angered by this snub, Eris arrived at the 
celebration and threw a golden apple among the throng.  Upon the 
apple was written “for the fairest one.” 
 
Three beautiful immortals claimed the apple:  
Hera, queen of the Olympian deities  and goddess of marriage and 
birth,  
Athena, goddess of wisdom, war, the arts, industry, justice and skill. 
She was the favorite child of Zeus, and also  
Aphrodite, goddess of love, beauty and sexual rapture. 
 
They asked Zeus to judge which of them was fairest, and Zeus, 
reluctant to favor any claim himself, declared that Paris, son of King 
Priam, would judge between them.  Paris was known for his 
exemplary fairness.   
 
Thus it happened that with Hermes as their guide all three of the 
goddesses appeared to Paris on Mount Ida. After bathing in the 
spring of Ida, each attempted with her powers to bribe the young 
man; Hera offered to make him king of Europe and Asia, Athena 
offered wisdom and skill in war, and Aphrodite offered the love of 
the world's most beautiful woman, Helen, Queen of Sparta, wife of 
Menelaus.  
 
Paris was beguiled and accepted Aphrodite's gift and awarded the 
apple to her.  He received Helen as his lover but also the enmity of 
the goddesses and all Greeks. The 20 year expedition to retrieve 
Helen from Paris is known as the Trojan War.   

 

Here ends the first reading 
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Second 

Reader 

A reading from the first book of Kings chapter 3 verses 16 through 
27  
 
Now two prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. One of 
them said, "My lord, this woman and I live in the same house. I had 
a baby while she was there with me. The third day after my child 
was born, this woman also had a baby. We were alone; there was 
no one in the house but the two of us. 
 
 "During the night this woman's son died because she lay on him. 
So she got up in the middle of the night and took my son from my 
side while I your servant was asleep. She put him by her breast and 
put her dead son by my breast. The next morning, I got up to nurse 
my son—and he was dead! But when I looked at him closely in the 
morning light, I saw that it wasn't the son I had borne." 
 
 The other woman said, "No! The living one is my son; the dead one 
is yours." 
      But the first one insisted, "No! The dead one is yours; the living 
one is mine." And so they argued before the king. 
 
The king said, "This one says, 'My son is alive and your son is 
dead,' while that one says, 'No! Your son is dead and mine is alive.'" 
 
 Then the king said, "Bring me a sword." So they brought a sword 
for the king. He then gave an order: "Cut the living child in two and 
give half to one and half to the other." 
 
 The woman whose son was alive was filled with compassion for her 
son and said to the king, "Please, my lord, give her the living baby! 
Don't kill him!" 
      But the other said, "Neither I nor you shall have him. Cut him in 
two!" 
 
 Then the king gave his ruling: "Give the living baby to the first 
woman. Do not kill him; she is his mother." 
 
Here ends the second reading 

 
 

 


